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Meet Your New CLTA President: Sylvia Jones

By Lorraine D’Ambruoso

At the 2008 CLTA Conference in Irvine, Past President
Lewie Johnson handed the gavel to incoming Presi-
dent Sylvia Jones, thus welcoming back an educator
who has distinguished history with CLTA and with lan-
guage and culture education in the state.

Sylvia's experience as alanguage educatorincludes
teaching French and German at Duchess Community
College and at Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, NY, as
well as at John Muir High School in Pasadena. Outside
the classroom, Sylvia has been the Program Coordina-
tor for the California Foreign Language Project (CFLP),
a “star among the stars” of LASTARS, and a constant
presence at the summer seminars and virtually every
other language event in the State. Her leadership in
the profession spans over four decades of dedication
and commitment to the strengthening of teaching
languages and cultures. She served with distinction
in several committees that produced documents and
instructional practices that continue to influence the
profession today.

Sylvia was a member of the Development Com-
mittees for the Statement on Competencies in Lan-
guages Other then English, Phase 1, the French and
German Praxis Examinations, and Commission on
Teacher Credentialing. Our members can also thank
Sylvia, who was the Chair of the Development Com-
mittees that produced the COCI and the CWCA, key
assessment documents that focused on assessing stu-
dent ability to use the language rather than just know-

ing how it functions. In the 80s and in her role with
CFLP, Sylvia did seminal work in developing teacher
awareness of the diversity of the students they teach.
Her strong belief that every student should have access
to language education—and once in these programs,
full equity in the learning process—has become Sylvia’s
hallmark in the profession and across the nation.

For many years, Sylvia served as State Conference
Chair for the annual CLTA conference and was instru-
mental in building the conference’s program over the
years. As if her activity in California weren’'t enough,
she has also been active in the American Council on
the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) and Edu-
cational Testing Services (ETS) and until recently su-
pervised Student Teachers in the Greater Los Angeles
Area.

A highlight in her illustrious career was when Syl-
via received the Hal Wingard Lifetime Achievement
Award—an award she truly merited. She has received
numerous other awards, including travel abroad fel-
lowships and the Goethe Institut Honorable Educator
Award.

Sylvia can usually be seen in the company of her
husband Vernon, an honorary member of CLTA. We are
grateful to him for his willingness to share his beloved
Sylvia with us. Please join me in welcoming Sylvia to yet
one more leadership chapter in her very distinguished
career. We look forward to Sylvia at the helm of CLTA
through the next two years.
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In a first-ever collaboration between the California Lan-
guage Teachers’ Association and the California State Fair,
all children attending the 2008 fair on one Sunday in Au-
gust (date to be announced) will have the opportunity to
learn and play children’s games from around the world and
participate in a language and cultural scavenger hunt. For
the scavenger hunt, children will receive an activity sheet
with questions relating to the world’s languages and cul-
tures. Answers to those questions will be posted under
different world flags displayed in our games area. As chil-
dren“visit” the different countries, they will read the infor-
mation under each flag in order to complete their activity
sheets. Children who finish the scavenger hunt will turn in
their activity sheets in exchange for Discover Languages
merchandise.

In the same area, there will be game stations set up
featuring traditional children’s games from around the
world. Some will involve learning a few words in another
language in order to play the game. Children start by re-
ceiving a games passport that will provide an overview of
each game featured and a place for the game facilitators
to mark that they attempted the game. Children who visit
all game stations can show their completed games pass-
port to receive a prize of Discover Languages merchan-
dise. For the families, we will have MLA brochures about
the importance and benefits of language learning.

This event has the potential to reach hundreds of chil-
dren and their families in just one day and is therefore our
most ambitious Discover Languages outreach effort yet.
Pulling everything together to make the activity happen
required the support of the programming and public rela-
tions departments of the California State Fair, the Ameri-
can Council on the Teaching of Foreign languages, and of
course, CLTA.

On another note, summer may be here, and the stu-
dents may be home from school, but we can still advo-
cate for our profession. Opportunities to spread the word
about the importance and benefits of multi-lingualism
abound, so don't be shy. Here are just three ideas to get
you started:

Draft a letter for publication in the Letters to the
Editor section of your local newspaper. Have

it ready to go so that when an article appears
about“what students need” from today’s schools,
you can send your pre-composed letter about
the need for a multi-lingual work force;

If you have a successful start-of-school activity
that meaningfully engages students in examin-
ing their growing language skills (for continuing
students) or the importance of language study
in general and their target language in particu-
lar (for beginning students), consider sending

a news release to try to get media coverage
right at the start of the new year. You could also
invite administrators or school board members
to observe these lessons so they can see what
language teachers do in the classroom (and
more importantly, what students do in language
classrooms);

If you don't already have an ongoing correspon-
dence with a school outside of the U.S., use this
summer to find a partner school in a country
speaking your target language. When others
hear that your students are engaged in meaning-
ful correspondence in the target language with
their partner school, the door opens to high-
light the importance of creating a multilingual
citizenry prepared to communicate in culturally
appropriate and sensitive ways with those whose
backgrounds, upbringing and beliefs differ from
their own. There are many agencies (most avail-
able online) that can help you find an appropri-
ate school match. One to try is the Peace Corps
World Wise Schools Program.



This July Lewie Johnson, CLTA's Past President, and his
wife, Maureen, participated in the Summer China Travel
and Teaching Program. This program was created in 2003
by CLTA member, Sally Lowe of Carlsbad, and her father,
Mr. Songtang Mao, a retired educator in China.

The program has three major purposes: (1) to provide
English instruction by native English speakers, (2) to share
teaching methodology with teachers from China, and (3)
to promote a greater intercultural understanding among
the participants.

The program has grown to include two schools in
two cities in the eastern part of China not too far from
Shanghai. The school in Nanjing, Nanjing Foreign Lan-
guage School- Xianlin Campus will receive twenty seven
teachers, and the school in Tongxiang, Tongxiang Qiushi
Experimental Middle School, will receive sixteen teachers.
Both schools are very high level, prestigious schools with
resources similar to or better than schools in the U.S.

Sally Lowe, a California certified teacher with twelve
years of teaching experience in ESL and two-way immer-
sion programs, is a native of China. In addition to on-site
coordination of the program this year, Sally has taken
over the full-time recruitment duties in the US. Her father,
Mr. Mao, coordinates the program arrangements in China.
Before retirement, Mr. Mao was a teacher and principal of
Hangzhou Foreign Language School, which is an elite 7t
- 12% grade foreign language school recognized nation-
ally for its excellence in student academic achievements
(especially in English performance) and outstanding in-
struction.

The teachers this year came from a variety of states in-
cluding California, Alaska, Texas, New York, Florida, lllinois,

The California Department of Education (CDE) is currently
actively engaged in the development of foreign language
standards for the state of California. Mandated under Sen-
ate Bill 5 (Karnette), the Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion will develop and the State Board of Education will
adopt foreign language standards by June 30, 2009.
Since fall 2007, CDE has been receiving input from a
working group on developing the standards.The input has
relied on specialists with expertise in various languages,
different types of language programs, and different levels
of instruction. We appreciate the collaboration with CFLP

Massachusetts, lowa, Pennsylvania, and Canadian British
Columbia.

Although the teachers receive no pay for the twelve
days of teaching, they do receive international round trip
airfare reimbursement, lodging, meals, and tours of five
cities. The Chinese schools that sponsor this program also
provide professional development on Chinese language
and culture through lectures, visits to local museums or
historical sites, and tours to other cities in China.

Lewie Johnson said, “The U. S. teachers are really ex-
cited about participating in this program. Since China was
a closed society for so many years, we have not had much
contact with the Chinese people. The teachers are eager
to see the real China, meet the people, and experience
the renowned Chinese hospitality that we've heard so
much about. Also, we are looking forward to teaching in
China where education is so highly regarded and teach-
ers are highly respected. The teachers already know ap-
proximately what level of students they will be teaching
and are eagerly preparing lesson plans. We hope that we
will be good representatives of our country.”’

CLTA salutes Sally Lowe and Mr. Songtang Mao for
their great work in bringing together peoples of the
world. Recruitment for the 2009 summer program will be-
gin in October. If you would like more information on this
program, you can visit the website at

http://www.summerchinatravelandteachingprogram.

org/.

and CLTA during this phase of the development
Examples of language representation during the in-
put sessions include individuals with expertise in more
commonly taught languages such as French and Spanish.
However, it also includes those with expertise in languag-
es increasingly being taught, such as Arabic, Chinese, and
Japanese. Latin and American Sign Language are other
languages that are represented. In addition, individuals
with expertise in elementary and secondary language
education, as well as immersion programs, are providing

input. continued on back page
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At the present time, CDE is poised to embark on the
field review. This important process will include a survey
to allow the field an opportunity to provide feedback on
the draft document. It is anticipated that the survey will
become available from approximately late July through
September.

The CDE hopes to gather feedback from a broad
array of stakeholders interested in foreign language in-
struction in California, including teachers, administra-
tors, curriculum specialists, university faculty, members
of language associations and others. We value your in-
put and look forward to your participation in the field
review survey. Please refer to the CLTA Web site and con-
sult future editions of the CLTA News and News Flashes
for details on accessing the survey as the information
becomes available.

CDE anticipates presenting the draft standards to the
State Board as an information item in January 2009 and
then for action at the March 2009 meeting. Please feel
free to contact me with any questions on the develop-
ment of the draft standards by phone at (916) 323-5818
or via e-mail at aburns@cde.ca.gov.

P.O. Box 123, Ferndale, CA 95536 .
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